ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.

Period V.

LETTERS FROM DELAFAYE AND' THOMAS   PELHAM TO  THE    173^01734*
EARL OF WALDEGRAVE.                                    k

On thefubjeft of the excife, and the parliamentary debates*

Whitehall, March 15th, 1732-3.

IT is with the greateft pleafure that I am now going to give your excellency   Waldegrave

an account of thefuccefs of yefterday's debate, which is perhaps one of the "aPers"
moft important that has happened fince the revolution. It was opened about
a quarter before one, by fir Robert Walpole, who fpoke two hours and a quar-
ter, explaining and fllewing the advantages of his fcheme with fuch perfpicuity
and ftrength of argument, that every body that heard him allows that he never
made a better fpeech in his life. After him fpoke alderman Pjrry^ then fir
William Yonge, fjr Paul Methuen, Mr. Attorney-general, alderman Barnard,
Mr. Winningtoii, Mr. Henry Pelham, Mr. Sbippen, fir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr*
Heathcotey Mr. Solicitor-general, Mr. Pulteney^ fir William Wyndhamy and then
fir Robert Walpole clofed the debate j and about half an hour paft midnight
the queftion was put, and carried by 265 againft 204; the fulleft houfe that
has been known this long time.; to thefe muft be added the two tellers, and
there are befides ri members in town that were prevented by ficknefs* and
one, viz. fir Robert Furnefe, dyed yefterday : fo that your excellency fees this
matter was well attended. Indeed I look upon it to have been the iheet anchor
of the difaffefted; and by a particular circumftance that happened without
doors,, it looks as if nothing can hardly equal the rage of the difappointed cabal.

The debate was carry'd only by thofe who fpoke for the queftion, with all
the temper and dignity that was ever known upon fuch an occafion. Thofe
whofe fpeeches were mqft admired were fir Robert,, who pofleft himfelf, and
was in as high fpirit at the latter end of the day as when he firft fet out; the
attorney and the folicitor-general, and fir Jofeph Jekyll; which laft, though
moft firmly attached to the royal family and to the conftitution, yet9 from a
particular turn of his own, feldom votes with the king's fervants. Two other
gentlemen have been named to m,e who went to the houfe determined to vote
againft the queftion, yet voted for it upon conviction ; their principles and the
company they keep being fuch that this xvas not in the leaft expefied* "As for
iir Jofeph, he folemnly protefted that he came undetermined, but perfeftly free
"aiid refolved to take that part which upon the debate ihould appear to him the
moft juft and reafonable V and that having heard the ftrongeft arguments on
one fide, arid none on the other but what were trifling and evafive, of all
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